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The oxidative condensation of 1-methyl -2-e thynylbenz imidazole  (I) in p y r i d i n e - m e t h a n o l  in the p r e s -  
ence of cuprous chloride (by shaking in an oxygen a tmosphere  for  2-3 days) does not give the expected di- 
acetylene III but r a the r  methoxyvinylacetylene II [as yellow plates with mp 204 ~ (from dioxane)], which was 
isolated chromatographica l ly  on aluminum oxide in ch loroform.  The yield was 59%. IR spect rum:  2208 
( C -  C), 1625 cm -1 (C=C).  
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Diyne III is fo rmed under the same conditions in the oxidative condensation of benzimidazole I in 
pyridine with cuprous chloride in the absence of methanol.  The product was obtained as l ight -grey  plates 
with m p >  350 ~ (from dimethyl sulfoxide) in 65% yield. The resul ts  of e lementary  analysis  of II and III were 
in agreement  with the calculated values.  

Methoxyvinylacetylene II is apparently fo rmed  as a resul t  of the addition of a molecule of alcohol to 
diyne HI at the instant of its format ion.  In contras t  to acetylene I, diyne III does not react  with methanol 
in liquid ammonia  in the presence  of sodium meta l  (see [1]) o r  in pyridine with cuprous chloride.  
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